St Bernadette’s School

A community alive with the values of Jesus:
Respect, Truth, Love, Justice and Hope

2019 Welcome Evening
and
Annual Community Meeting

Tuesday February 12th 2019, 6:00pm

2018 Welcome Evening
Shared Meal – Thanks to our cooks and volunteers!
Welcome, WHS and Prayer – Ray Higgins
Apologies and Attendance List
2019 Annual Community Meeting
Minutes of 2018 AGM
Reports: Chairperson
Finance
APRIM
Principal
2019 School Board
MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date: 21st February 2018
Time: 6.40pm
Venue: St Bernadette’s School
1. Prayer:

Stef Turcinovic

2. Apologies: Fr John Shanahan, Chrissy Manolakis
3. Present: Gary Pascoe, Fiona Davies, Pronab Biswas, Joshua Clayton, Teresa Hinter,
John Ascione, Stef Turcinovic, James Kho
4. Minutes of previous AGM Meeting 2017to be accepted (moved by Stef Turcinovic
and seconded by Fiona Davies)
5. AGM Reports: Reports read by all.
6. Annual School Improvement Plan for 2018 – Gary spoke to the members:
• Pillar of Study
• SW region initiative with a focus on “Visible Learning”. Pupil Free Day has
this focus.
• Stef working on Scripture and Liturgy and Theology.
• Maintenance Program
• CEO have visited to look at what needs to be achieved to update the
school and include in our 5 year plan.

• New School Board Members
Gary declared that all new nominated Board Members were elected and
congratulations to Fiona Davies and Pronab Biswas for their new role on the Board.
Stef gave congratulations to our new Principal Gary Pascoe.
AGM closed at 7pm

KAURNA WELCOME AND PRAYER
From the north in Crystal Brook to the south near Victor Harbour we
recognise we are meeting on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people
of the Adelaide Plains. Let us take a moment to truly acknowledge the
Land and those who have come before us and prepare ourselves for
prayer.
Reader: In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Gracious God, come
and be with us as we gather as the St Bernadette’s School community. Guide us in our
decisions and bless our partners the parents and carers of the students we teach. Amen.
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Luke:
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for
the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour.”
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the attendant and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.
Reader: In the presence of God whose word has called the stars into being.

All: We gather as one
Reader: In the presence of God whose arms have held children, whose eyes have sparkled
with laughter.
All: We gather as one
Reader: In the presence of God whose breath has stirred within us and caused our hearts
to thirst for love.
All: We gather as one
Reader: That friendship may flourish here at St Bernadette’s where everyone matters and
matters absolutely. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord Hear our Prayer
Reader: That we may be inspired to listen to each other with our eyes, our ears and our
hearts and truly understand the meaning behind the words.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord Hear our Prayer
Reader: That we may share with courage and generosity and to welcome with gratitude
the ideas of all.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord Hear our Prayer
Reader: That this meeting of ours strengthen our friendships, build our community and
increase our confidence in ourselves and our school. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord Hear our Prayer
Reader: Let’s share with each other a sign of God’s peace!
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. AMEN

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT FOR 2018
During 2018 our School Board met twice a term to share their collective wisdom in
supporting our school community.
At each gathering we reflect on reports from the Principal, Finance Committee, WHS and
Parent led events. We also review the Annual Improvement Plan and discuss how we are
tracking. It has also been an opportunity to get a deeper understanding of our learning
community
and
the
Professional
Development of all staff. It has also been
interesting to see several projects completed
during 2018 such as the Nature Play area,
new school signs and the establishment of
our own Playgroup.
Being part of the Board is a manageable
commitment and is very rewarding. Some of
the existing members will continue in 2019
and a number of positions will be available
to support our recently appointed Principal,

Ray Higgins. Since Ray’s appointment last July, we have seen a number of changes including
a review of the school uniform, a more efficient school day structure and comprehensive
strategic planning being undertaken.
On a final note, I would like to say how rewarding it is to get involved in school activities
and I would like to encourage others to volunteer.
Joshua Clayton, Chairperson, School Board 2018

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2018
2018 Summary and 2019 Budget
Income
Fees
Government Grants
Other
TOTAL INCOME
Expenditure
Staff Salaries
Teaching resource and Levies
Facilities and Utilities
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
OPERATING RESULT
Capital works and equipment
Trading account
Building works
NET OVERALL POSITION

2018 Budget
$257,339
$1,095,116
$55,500
$1,407,955

-$1,047,682
-$158,025
-$196,950
-$1,402,657
$5,298
-$48,000
-$3,000
$0

2018 Actual

Due to the change in
accounting software
implemented during
2018, actual figures are
skewed when applied to
this table.
Although the school
expected a budget
deficit for 2018, we
finished the year with a
small surplus and our
closing balance was well
in excess of the reserve
required by the CEO.

From 2019 the new
software will enable us
-$45,702
to present clear,
accurate data.

2019 Budget
$300,006
$1,295,269
$68,343
$1,663,618

-$1,244,503
-$202,996
-$213,300
-$1,660,799
$2,819
$0
-$2,700
$0
$119

The School Board Finance Committee is responsible for overseeing the finances of the
school and maintaining the fine balance between providing a diverse and rich learning
experience for our children within our financial resources.
In 2018 the school finished with a significant surplus, largely due to lower than expected
staff salary payments. We are therefore very pleased to report that the school achieved a
budget surplus. This also meant the school finished the 2018 school year with a very
healthy cash balance, well in excess of the reserve expected of us by Catholic Education SA.
The proposed 2019 budget estimates that the school will continue to consolidate our
position with a small surplus forecast. We have budgeted for an increase in costs
associated with improving and maintaining our facilities as well as in increase in marketing

expenditure.
The finances show that we rely heavily on grants from the Commonwealth and State
Governments. There has been some commitment from the state government to increase
funding for the catholic sector.
We thank families for their commitment to paying fees, without which the quality
educational program we have at St Bernadette’s school would be compromised.
Chrissy Manolakis, Chairperson Finance Committee 2018
Ray Higgins, Principal
Karen Thomas, Bursar

APRIM REPORT FOR 2018
St Bernadette’s is a Catholic school which continues to celebrate the Catholic traditions and
our Dominican heritage, reflected in the 4 Pillars – Community, Study, Prayer and Ministry.
The Crossways Religious Education Framework we use in class complements all curriculum
areas with the intent of shaping a well-balanced human who will be ‘in communion’ with
God, humanity and creation.
Our 2018 theme: Different Yet Connected in Community – acknowledges the diversity of
cultures and faiths. Early in the year our Years 2-5 students visited three worship centres:
a Mosque, a Temple and a Chapel. What a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our diversity!
I think that one of the best images for St Bernadette’s community is that of the body – we
are the body of Christ and although we are different, each of us has our part to play, our
gifts to use for the good of others.
There were many occasions throughout 2018 for community to gather such as school
Masses, Lenten and Advent liturgies, Assemblies, Harmony Day, Everybody Needs Good
Neighbours Art Viewing, Grandparents/Special Persons Day and Family Movie Night. We
would love to see more families join us for these gatherings.
During Catholic Education Week (25th May to 1st June) the whole school gathered each day
for prayer, focussing on our 5 values: Respect, Truth, Love, Justice and Hope followed by a
range of activities to celebrate education of the whole child. A highlight (evidenced by the
smiling young faces) was the whole school excursion to St Francis Xavier Cathedral and then
on to Mount Lofty!
Outreach is a way of reaching out to the
marginalised groups in our world.
Students participated in fundraising
events such as Walk for Water to
support Caritas’ Project Compassion
and a cake stall for Catholic Charities.
We also supported the Vinnies Winter
Appeal and the Advent Giving Tree

through donations of clothing and food items. Proceeds from our Family Movie Night went
towards assisting local refugee families through Circle of Friends.
Relationships with St Ann’s Parish are a continued focus and we thank Fr John (and Fr Bob
in his absence) for their support of our school. Although we had a very small number of
students involved in the Parish Sacramental Programme this year it is always a privilege to
work with families in preparing their children for Reconciliation, Confirmation and First
Eucharist.
2018 has been an interesting year for our school as we have had a change in leadership.
Many thanks to Gary Pascoe who held the acting principal position during the first 2 terms
whilst Ray Higgins was appointed as substantive principal from 3rd term. Gary and Ray are
leaders in their own right and both have enriched our community through their passion
and commitment to making St Bernadette’s flourish. Staff and families look forward to
continue working alongside Ray in 2019!
Where Catholic identity and mission permeate a school, they will be evident in all its
aspects – its governance, leadership, organisation, programs, administration and overall
culture. The relationships between leaders, staff and students, and the nature of
education, pastoral care and community life will reflect the Christian interpretation of
the schooling. (McMullen, 2012, Leading Identity and Mission in Catholic schooling:
Participating in the teaching ministry of Jesus.)
Many Blessings
Stef Turcinovic, APRIM

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT FOR 2018
“What you do for yourself dies with you when you leave this world, what you do for others
lives on forever.”
(Sir Ken Robinson, British author, speaker and international advisor on education)
Following the retirement of Denise McGrath at the end of 2017, the school was led
most ably by Gary Pascoe for Terms 1 and 2, before I
accepted the substantive position here from the beginning
of Term 3.
Throughout the year the St Bernadette’s School community
continued to strive to be a learning environment where our
students, families and staff could be as engaged and
successful as possible. As always, the development of
affirming and positive relationships was a most important
priority…The positive interactions which occurred between
students, staff, parents and friends on a daily basis were a
constant reminder of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our

community. We thank Fr John for his continued guidance and support of our Parish school
through our Masses and liturgies. We are very grateful for his time and the realtional
manner in which he greets and mingles with our students. In 2019, one goal is to
strengthen our connection to our Parish even further, including the establishment of a
Mini-Vinnies group. This would be just one example of what could be achieved in the social
justice arena within the Archdiocese.
In my short time here, I have been incredibly grateful for the talents and efforts of both
our teaching and non-teaching staff whose ‘above and beyond’ commitment to their work
and to the students and to our community in general was outstanding. These people are
dedicated, talented and professional, and continued to inspire our students to achieve
their absolute best. My work as principal is made so much easier because I work with
people who show compassion, a genuine commitment to their own learning, expertise in
their chosen profession, and a generous willingness to help and support each other.
I take this opportunity to thank them for their loyalty, professionalism and (very
importantly) for possessing a sense of fun!
In 2019 our community was again fortunate to have a collegial, enthusiastic and supportive
School Board, so ably led by Josh Clayton, the chairperson. Though small in number, this
group met regularly to discuss the management of the school and offer advice to the
leadership team when needed. We also had a dedicated group of volunteers, parents and
carers involved in special projects, special lunches, movie nights and a host of other
activities.
We have many plans for 2019. Much of the groundwork has been done towards the 20192021 Strategic Plan, our Annual Improvement Plan and, as outlined in the financial report,
we are in a sound position financially to improve and upgrade our facilities. During this
year we will begin a new master planning process for the whole site to ensure St
Bernadette’s has a more powerful presence in the St Marys and surrounding area into the
future.
I wish to offer my personal thanks to all students, families and staff for your welcome,
support, friendship and assistance during 2018. 2019 promises more exciting times for
this unique and vibrant community of learners, as we commit to our theme for the year:
“Who Will Speak If We Don’t”.
Ray Higgins, Principal

